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ABSTRACT

After eight-years control by the enemy, KMT’ regime made its comeback in Nanhai
county of Guangdong with the victory of the Anti-Japanese War. Baojia System was
adopted again as the basic institution at the grass-root level. Nevertheless, Nanhai’s
government were faced with difficulties when they tried to adjust the system: the
adjusted boundaries of xiang (village) and bao incurred lots of disputes; serious
accusations towards several heads of xiang caused battles between factions inside
xiangs. Almost every regulation imposed to grass-root society were resisted, including
the Baojia System’s fees collection, the tax levy and the conscription. My research
purpose is to examine those processes and tell the stories of how people lived and
fought for interests under the institutional frame of Baojia System. This thesis proves
that the function of Nanhai’s xiangs and baos were derived from territorial
communities which hold public property, controlled arm force and keep village’s order.
In the case of the postwar running of Nanhai’s Baojia, the old order determined
resource distribution, personnel appointment and decentralization of political power
and armed forces.
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